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GENERAL EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION - YUKON TERRITORY November 1971 


yukon Territory depends heirily upon its mines, both as a source of employ- 
iment and as a source of revenue as there is@lmost no other industry in 

he area. Extraction of lead, zinc, and silver in the Ross River area 

is progressing very favourably at present. Silver, lead, and zinc are also 
being mined in the Elsa-Mayc district. Copper mines are situated in the 
Whitehorse area. 


é mines of Yukon employ heavy equipment operators and mechanics, mill 
operators, miners, maintenance personnel, truck drivers, warehousemen, 

and administrative and office personnel. Except for some vacancies requiring 
highly skilled, licensed tradesmen and technicians, ali vacancies occuring 

in the mines can be filled locally. 


ORESTRY 


Almost no commercial logging is done in the Yukon as the trees are generally 
too small for saw logs. Two year-round saw mills are located near Watson 
Lake and a small outfit is struggling to survive near Whitehorse. Logging 
is carried out in the Liard River and Watson Lake areas to supply these 
‘milis. A few fallers, sawyers, edgermen, fork lift operators, truckers, 

and lumber handlers are employed by the outfits now in operation. 


TRANSPORTATION 


Whitehorse itself is served by road, rail, and air. Both scheduled and 
non-scheduled airlines serve the city and surrounding area. A railway runs 
between Whitehorse and Skagway, Alaska, and the Alaska Highway runs through 
the city, connecting it with roads and highways throughout the Territory. 
Independent air services, based largely in Whitehorse, serve the Territory 
on either a chartered. or,scheduled basts. Both float- and ski-equipped 
aircraft and helicopters are available. 


Much of the freight brought into the area is hauled by truck over the 

Alaska Highway to points throughout the Yukon. Consequently, trucking firms, 
based mainly in Whitehorse, require mature, experienced drivers with a 

large number of accident-free miles. Once again, most of these positions 
can be filled locally. 


Bus transportation from Whitehorse to various communities in the Yukon is 
available. 





RECREATION 


The Yukon, 207,000 square miles of wilderness, is a fisherman's and hunter's 
paradise. However, many areas are accessible only by air. Outfitters 
operating in the Territory employ guides, packers, camp cooks, and horse 
wranglers: for the annual hunting season. 


For those who decide to settle in Whitehorse, an outdoor swimming pool is 
open during the summer months, and there are endless opportunities for 
competitive sports the year round (hockey, skiing, basketball, baseball, 
curling, bowling, golfing, etc.). A hot springs, always open, is located 
about 20 miles from Whitehorse. ; 








NEWS MEDIA 
Whitehorse presently has two newspapers, one published twice weekly and 
the other weekly. Both are privately-owned. There are two radio stations 
broadcasting out of Whitehorse; one is owned by CBC while the other is a 
locally-owned. Both broadcast about eighteen hours daily. The Whitehorse 5 
| area is served by a privately-owned cable television hookup providing rm) 
three channels. ge mn 
Most larger centres of. population: in the Yukon are served by CBC Frontier A 
aan packages providing four hours of viewing daily, one to three Ss 
= after being seen on the national network. i 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

Whitehorse provides the professional services of one psychologist, two 
optometrists, eleven doctors, four dentists, six pharmacists, and nineteen 
lawyers. As well, there are a number of accountants and contracting firms 
working out of the city. 


HOSPITALS 


The largest of the Yukon's four hospitals is in Whitehorse (120 beds and 
thirty basinets). Three smaller hospitals are located at Watson Lake, 
Mayo, and Dawson City. The usual medical and administrative staff are 
employed. Smaller centres are served by nursing stations. 


CONSTRUCTION 


The construction industry employs a large number of workers, especially 
during the summer months when all outfits are able to operate at full 
capacity. During the winter many construction activities must be halted or 
severely restricted due to the extremely cold weather. This results in 

a large number of employees being laid off for the winter season each yeare 


The industry employs carpenters, electricians, cement finishers, roofers, 
painters, pipe fitters, structural steel workers, reinforcing iron werkers, 
plasterers, equipment operators, truck drivers, millwrights, floor layers, 
glaziers, bricklayers, cabinet makers, plumbers, and labourers. Also 
employed in the industry are timekeepers, foremen in most trades, engineers, 
job inspectors, field managers, time and payroll clerks, superintendents, 
and industrial relations and personnel managers. 


The construction season usually begins about May and extends through to 
September or October, depending on the weather. 


SCHCOLS AND CHURCHES 


Whitehorse has four public elementary schools and one secondary school. 

There are two separate schools, one elementary and one secondary. As well 
there is a vocational school providing training in most trades and vocations. 
Schools are located in many of the small communities in the Territory. 

No difficulty in staffing the schools is experienced. 


Most of the major Christian denominations are represented in the Yukon. 


SERVICE INDUSTRY AND RETAIL OUTLETS 


The hotels, motels, and highway lodges of the Territory employ chambermaids, 
wa..cresses, bartenders, service station attendants, cooks, mechanics, desk 
clerks, and laundry workers. At present, Whitehorse has three department 
stores, two supermarkets, two drug stores and a variety of specialty shops. 
These employ store clerks, warehousemen, janitors, department and floor 
managers, and office personnel. Laundry and dry cleaning facilities are 
available in Whitehorse. 


SUMMARY 


The permanent population of the Yukon is more than adequate, in most cases, 
to fill all vacancies (except for some requiring highly skilled, licensed 
tradesmen and technical personnel) as they occur in all industries. There 
is a constant surplus of semi-skilled and unskilled labour and there is 
seldom a shortage of drivers and operators. In nearly all cases clerical 
and stenographic vacancies can be filled locally, as well. 


Seasonal demand factors, and in particular the weather, inhibit employment 
opportunities somewhat. During the spring and summer months there is a 
major increase in employment in the service and construction industries. 
Jobs usually last from May through September at lodges along the Alaska 
Highway, while construction and exploration jobs usually last from May 
through October. A large portion of the hirings in the Yukon are done 
through the services of the Canada Manpower Centre in Whitehorse and the 
network of Manpower Centres throughout the Pacific region and across Canada. 
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Anyone wishing to find employment in the Yukon should remember that accom 


modation, especially for a family, is difficult to find and quite expensive. 


As well, the cost of living is higher than is usually anticipated by new- 
comers. 


| LIVING COSTS - WHITEHORSE AREA 
| No accurate survey has yet been made of living costs in Whitehorse, but a 


rule-of-thumb estimate is 15 - 20% higher than, for instance, Vancouver 
prices. Prices vary seasonally for food. 


| FOOD 
Potatoes eelGwlbse, kieeS Lettuce -4o¢ - 60¢ head 
Beef - 79¢ - $1.95 lb. Tomatoes -59¢ - 75¢ tube 
Chicken - 4og - 89¢ lb. Celery -43¢ - 55¢ stalk 
Hamburger - 79¢ ~ 1.25 lb. Apples -$1.20 (41bs) 
Pork - 69¢ - $1.49 lb. Eggs -71¢ - 85¢ doz. 
Butter - 80¢ - 90¢ lb. Bread -38¢ loaf 
Cigarettes - 60¢ - 65¢ pkg. Canned Milk -25¢ tin 
Coffee aii e30)- $1.20 1b. Carton Milk -45¢ - 48¢ qt. 
RENT 


Many Whitehorse people either own their own homes, or live in housing 
supplied to Government employees. There are now more modern apartment 
buildings, condominiums, and houses being built than before, but they are 
still not all readily available. The newest apartments, which include 
heat but not electricity, rent for $200 - $250 a month for two-bedroom 
apartments in Riverdale, (a subdivision of Whitehorse) and are usually 
unfurnished. Trailer lots rent for approximately $50.00 a month. There 
are few houses for rent. 


UTILITIES 


Fuel oil is widely used for heating and costs about 32¢ per gallon. A 
new 1,000 square foot house costs about $325 a year to heat. 


Electricity for an average household is $15.00 - $20.00 per month in 
warmer months and $30.00 - $40.00 per month in winter, depending on the 
number of appliances, etc. Residential telephones are $5.50 - $6.50 per 
month. Water and garbage service is $11.25 per month. 


CLOTHING 


Clothing costs are similar to those in southern Canada, and a- wide variety 
of up-to-the- minute styles are available in the stores. 


REAL ESTATE 


Residential lots in Riverdale are $2,500.00 - $5,500.00. foro = 60! 
frontage, which includes the sewer and water installation. Lots in White- 
horse proper, which are usually privately-owned, sell for approximately 
$3,000.00 - $5,000.00 for various sizes. In the subdivisions of Porter 
Creek and Crestview, approximately five miles north of Whitehorse, there 
are lots available for $600 - $1,000 (100' x 200'), but without sewer 

or water. A new house in Riverdale would cost about $26,000.00 - $30,000 
(two or three bedrooms) to purchase. 


Cablevision service costs $15.00 per month plus a $25.00 installation fee. 
Gasoline is 62¢ - 68¢ per gallon; movie tickets are $1.50; drinks in 
cocktail lounges are 85¢and up. 
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Car repair service costs about $12.00 an hour. There is no sales tax in 
the Yukon. Transportation to Edmontonior Vancouver (by Air) costs $83.00, 
one way and $166.00 return. 


WAGES 





Wages are not as high as is sometimes attributed to the North.-. In many 
cases the prevailing hourly rates are lower than in British Columbia or 
Alberta. Any increase that might be received is seldom great enough to 
cover the increase in the cost of living in northern communities. However, 
it would appear that because of a substantial percentage of transient 
population, the chances for advancement are more frequent. Office, clerking, 
nursing, and teaching jobs seem to be available as a result of this sit- 
uation, and many married women are employed. The building and affiliated 
trades are restricted to a short summer and construction is usually over by 
| October. The following (supplied by the Manpower Office in Whitehorse) 

are approximate wages: 


Labourer Average, $3.00 per hour : 

Skilled Carpenter $5.25 per hour (Union) 
Painter $5.15 per hour (Union) 
Mechanic $4.50 per hour (Non-Union) 
Plumber, steamfitter $5.00 per hour (Non-Union) 


$6.50 per hour (Union) 


Executive and Professional: Teacher - $6,000.00 - $14,000.00 per annum 
depending on number of years' training; includes bonuses for Yukon experience. 


Pharmacist $900 per month (approximate) 

Nurse - $6,135.00 per annum (starting wage) plus 
Isolated Post Allowance. 

Clerical - Government - $325.00 per month 
Commercial - $300.00 = $500.00 per month 
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